journal 


DECEMBER 6, 2010 {| VOL.6.NO.8 | © NOW.CONCORDIA.CA 


PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT NO, 40042804 


Sie THE TOP 10 OF 2010 


Concordia 


SSteven's2t 


A roundup of the moments that helped shape our year | PAGES 5-9 


ast 


aS SS 


‘fs esi | 


a 








Dean Noel Burke sees the School of Ex- 
tended Learning (SEL) as a doorway 
between Concordia’s Faculties and those 
who could benefit from the knowledge, 
expertise and innovation generated at the 
university. 

“We provide access to excellence,’ 
Burke says, summing up the numerous 
programs, initiatives and courses of study 
that have evolved at the School since its 
inception in 2006. 

“Accessibility is a two-way street: Ac- 
cess to the university by the community 
and to the community by the university.” 

SEL was established to consolidate a 
variety of programs across Concordia 
aimed at mature, returning and at-risk 
students. It is often associated with the 
Centre for Continuing Education (CCE). 
The School of Extended Learning con- 
tinues to support the CCE, which 
increasingly focuses on professional de- 
velopment, language acquisition with an 
emphasis on academic preparedness for 
university studies, and skills for the mar- 
ketplace. In addition, the School offers 
programs to provide students qualify- 
ing and study skills through its Student 
Transition Centre. In addition, the Insti- 
tute for Community Development offers 
targeted training for community orga- 
nizations and ways to bring community 
and university together, such as the Uni- 
versity of the Streets Cafés. 

All of these programs encourage 
“making university study and expertise 
accessible to the wider community,” says 
Burke. 

The School of Extended Learning was 
“founded on a principle of accessibil- 
ity for people who might not otherwise 
be able to attend university or who have 
limited opportunity to engage with the 
university in other ways,” explains Burke. 
That mission remains consistent, al- 
though the means the School employs to 
reach that goal have evolved. 

The School launched Skills for Suc- 
cess courses two-and-a-half years ago 
as a way to ensure that students at risk 
of failing in their programs were taught 
good study and organizational habits, as 
well as basic communication and writing 
skills. Library staff offer a component on 
information literacy, a rarity not available 
in similar programs elsewhere. Skills for 
Success is a Complementary Credit (CC) 
course. The students who successfully 
complete the course have four credits on 
their transcripts, but these do not count 
toward their degrees. These credits mir- 
ror the broad role of the School as being 
“complementary to the faculties — not 
instead of, but in addition to,” according 
to Burke. 

The Skills for Success course will soon 
be available to mature and independent 
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School of Extended Learning facilitates two-way access between university 
expertise and broader community 






The School of Extended Learning helps students reach their academic and professional goals. | 


students. “Many of these students are 
at higher risk, and may never have been 
university students before,’ says Burke. 
“We want to give them the qualifications, 
mentor them and support their progress.” 


200 


In addition to the Skills for Success 
classes, the School inaugurated two dif- 
ferent week-long workshops to help 
prepare graduate students for their stud- 
ies. Those workshops will now be taken 
over by the School of Graduate Stud- 
ies. The School of Extended Learning is 
also offering an International Summer 
School to prepare international students 
coming to Canada. This program will be 
launched in the summer of 2011. 


Finally, the School of Extended Learn-. 


ing is working with the Faculty of 
Engineering and Computer Science and 
the John Molson School of Business 
to develop a set of qualifying courses 


tailor-made for those two Faculties. Burke 
explains that these courses will provide 
more specific skills for students hoping 
to qualify for their programs, instead of 


earning generic credits to become eligible 


STUDENTS HAVE COMPLETED 
THE SKILLS 


FOR SUCCESS COURSE 


for admission, as is currently the case. 
“Being able to write in English is a core 
competency,” explains Burke. “Being able 
to write a detailed analysis of structural 
failure is a disciplinary specialty.” 
Helping students qualify for, and excel 
in, their chosen field is only half of what 
SEL offers, says Burke. “Community en- 
gagement is the other side of accessibility.” 
The University of the Streets Cafés, where 
Concordia experts and resource people 
are invited to participate in public dia- 
logues on a range of current questions, is 
one direct line for bringing university re- 
search and ideas outside of the classroom. 
The newly inaugurated Problem-Based 


Service Learning courses are an adapta- 
tion of an approach to teaching social 
change skills gaining ground in the US. 
These CC courses are offered in two 
parts. The first semester provides stu- 
dents an orientation to the approach. 
The second term is a practicum during 
which students and partner organiza- 
tions (whether non-profit or corporate) 
join forces to solve a problem in the or- 
ganization while providing the students 
with meaningful skills and experience. 
Both partners work together to deter- 
mine mutually beneficial goals. Students 
are monitored and evaluated by their 
professors and by the partner organiza- 
tion. Since the practicum is monitored 
by the university, it can also be integrated 
into the Co-Curricular Record, which 
acknowledges all students’ community- 
based projects that have been completed 
under the university’s guidance (intern- 
ships, community projects, etc.). 

The School is also involved in a pro)- 
ect to determine how many courses 
across Concordia have a community 
engagement or community sustainabil- 
ity element in their content or delivery. 
Eventually, the goal is to co-host a com- 
munity/university exchange on these 
subjects. 
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Loto-Québec’s newly launched online gambling-site raises concerns for Sylvia 


KATHERINE GOMBAY 


Loto-Québec’s December 1 launch of the 
first legal online poker website in Quebec 
has Sylvia Kairouz concerned. 

A professor in the Department of 
Sociology and Anthropology and the 


Director of Concordia’s Lifestyle and. 


Addiction Research Laboratory, Kair- 
ouz recently released a survey of close to 
12 000 Quebecers’ gambling habits, re- 
vealing that online gamblers spend far 
more money and are more likely to re- 


port serious gambling problems than: 


those who gamble in other settings. On- 


- line gamblers spend, on average, seven 


times as much each year as those who 
gamble in other set- 
tings ($856 for online 
gamblers com- 
pared to $128 for 

other gamblers). 
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According to Kairouz, who is part of a 
government task force to monitor the 
implementation of Loto-Québec’s poker 
website over the next three years, there 


are some positive aspects to the new 


site. Loto-Québec presents more safety 
measures than illegal sites in terms of 
financial transactions and payment of 
winnings to gamblers. Moreover, users 
will be able to monitor how much mon- 
ey they have spent, as well as how much 
time they are spending 

gambling online. 
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Loto-Québec has also set a 
weekly spending limit of $9 999 for 
gamblers, a figure which Kairouz finds 
distressingly high. “I don’t know about 
you, but I can’t afford that,” she says 
bluntly. 

Online gambling sites first started ap- 
pearing in 1995, according to Kairouz, 
and in the space of I5 years almost 2 500 
gambling websites have emerged. Until 

the launch of the Loto-Québec site, 

most sites were based in 

non-regulated areas 

outside Canadian 
jurisdiction. 

The research 
project, | which 
was co-led_ by 
Louise Nadeau, 

the scientific di- 
rector at the Centre 
Dollard-Cormier (In- 
stitut universitaire sur 





cordia’s Lifestyle and Addiction Research Laboratory. | « Ni a WI 


YEAR STUDY ON GAMBLING 
INVOLVED INTERVIEWING 
12 000 QUEBECERS 


les dépendances) and professor in the 
department of psychology at Université 
de Montréal, also found that online gam- 
blers are more likely than other gamers to 
have a problematic relationship with al- 
cohol, and to engage in other potentially 
addictive behaviours including the use of 
tobacco and cannabis. 

While the survey offers some good 
news in. that the overall number of 
Quebecers gambling hasn't increased sig- 
nificantly since 2002, when the last survey 
took place, Kairouz believes that as on- 
line gambling becomes more accessible, 
parents will have to be especially vigilant 
about where their children are navigat- 
ing. “It’s not always a safe environment, 
says Kairouz. “Online gambling brings up 
issues about how we should be dealing 
with addictions and the virtual space.” 
Unfortunately, in her opinion, we're a 
long way from knowing how this might 
be done. 
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KAREN AHERLAND 


Brooke Jeffrey, of Concordia’s Department of Politi- 
cal Science, has just published the first academic book 
on the Liberal Party of Canada to be written since the 
Trudeau years. 

Divided Loyalties: The Liberal Party of Canada, 1984—- 
2008 provides incisive analysis on a difficult period in 
party history and posits that conflicting positions on 
national unity within the party’s leadership were respon- 
sible for the difficulties the party faced in the years after 
Pierre Trudeau retired in 1984. 

“Canadian federalism is a key issue. Trudeau had a 
pan-Canadian vision,” posits Jeffrey. John Turner suc- 
ceeded Trudeau as party leader and led the Liberal Party 
into an election that lost them more than two-thirds of 
their Parliamentary seats. While theorists have blamed 
that crushing defeat on personalities or other issues, Jef- 
frey says it was Turner’s vision of a decentralized nation 
that cost the party many votes. She adds that the Lib- 
erals had always distinguished themselves from other 
parties with their strong centralist stance. “Turner's sub- 
sequent support for Meech Lake tore the party asunder,’ 


SHELAGH PEDEN 


explains Jeffrey. “Turner couldn’t win with 
the approach he took on federalism.” Divided 
Loyalties applies that thesis over the next two- 
and-a-half decades. 
Jeffrey is in a position to know. Recruited by the 
Liberals the year after their 1984 defeat, Jeffrey left the 
public service to become Director of the Liberal Caucus 
Research Bureau. That position made her both privy to, 
and in some cases directly involved in, decisions affect- 
ing the party’s direction and policies for the next several 
years. 

“I wasn’t a card-carrying Liberal when they recruited 
me,” recalls Jeffrey, adding that she did know people 
associated with the party. “In 1984 there were a lots of 
comments about how the Liberals were about to disap- 
pear, or become a third party.” 

Despite the negative climate, Jeffrey found her sympa- 
thies were with the Liberals. “I did not want to continue 
working under Mulroney. I couldn’t stay in the public 
service.” 

Almost a decade later, in 1993, Jean Chrétien was 
elected Prime Minister and the party won with their 
third-best performance in party history. 

That was when Jeffrey left Parliament Hill for Concor- 
dia University. Currently an associate professor in her 
department, she is also Director of the Master in Public 
Policy and Public Administration. Jeffrey says she’s often 
been asked to write about theat party’s difficult period af- 


ter Trudeau’s retirement. “Initially, it seemed too painful, 


and too many of the people involved were still around,” 
says Jeffrey. But she realized the story of the challenges 
faced and lessons learned was an important one. “The task 
was enormous, and how we overcame it is a success story.” 

Jeffrey began her research four years ago, contacting 





WORST OF TIMES, 
BEST OF TIMES 


Political science professor Brooke Jeffrey analyzes the highs 
and lows over the past 25 years of Canadas Liberal Party 


senior party members and politicians for interviews. 
Her ongoing connection to the party (she continues to 
be involved in party activities, and dedicated Divided 
Loyalties to her mentor, the late Charles Caccia) gave her 
unprecedented access. 

“It’s remarkable how many people were willing to talk 
with me,” Jeffrey says. “With the exception of three or 
four people every politician and senior party official | 
approached granted me an interview.” 

Add to that the store of documents, memos and mate- 
rials she’s collected over the years and it is clear she was 
ideally suited to take on the task. Looking at the issues 
with hindsight, she says “it’s clear that some of the things 
we saw as problems in the early days were not that sig- 
nificant.” However, she was unprepared to discover the 
party had been nearly bankrupt in the wake of the 1984 
election. “Finding out how close the party was to disap- 
pearing would make your hair stand on end.” 

While most of her research confirmed her impressions 
of the party over the years, she was surprised to learn 
how deliberately Chrétien had governed, despite a gen- 
eral impression of his tenure as laissez-faire apart from 
the Clarity Act. “The amount accomplished during the 
Chrétien years has been underestimated by political sci- 
entists and Canadians.” 

Jeffrey has catalogued a range of achievements she 
attributes to Chrétien ranging from support for envi- 
ronmental and social programs to his contributions to 
post-secondary education, such as the establishment of 
Canada Research Chairs and Millennium Scholarships. 

In addition to presenting the Liberal Party from an 
insider’s perspective, Jeffrey also feels the book will be 
useful to help political scientists understand the day-to- 
day operations of Parliament. 
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Five marketing students will be splitting a $2 500 prize from Xerox, and will also have the 
opportunity to shadow a Xerox sales representative in the field. Recruiting Specialist at 
Xerox Canada Michel Blais presented the award on November 30 to a group of students 
in MARK 454: Personal Selling. Professor Lea Katsanis had assigned a case study about 
Xerox to student groups in the class. The students then presented their results to a panel 


Project a collaboration between academia and industry 


of judges that included Blais, as well as Concordians Gerry Hughes, Director of the In- 
stitute for Cooperative Education, and Joseph Capano, Principal Director Development 
for the John Molson School of Business (JMSB). 

The five winning team members were Tanya Caristo, Zeyad Saadeh, Stephanie Laurin, 
Gabrielle Faraggi and Jonathan O’Connell. They will each spend a day with a Xerox sales 
representative to learn about working in the field. Four students who received honour- 
able mentions will receive a free textbook or $100 of trade books from McGraw-Hill 
Ryerson. 

Katsanis, who is also Chair of the Marketing Department in the JMSB, met with a 
Xerox representative about a year-and-a-half ago to discuss Xerox’s intention to connect 
classroom teaching with their sales and recruitment strategy. 

Blais suggested giving the students a case study with a cash prize and mentoring op- 
portunity for the team that best showed an understanding of a prospective client’s needs, 
handling the client’s objections, and eventually closing the sale. 

Katsanis’s pedagogical goals for the students were slightly different. Students’ propos- 
als were evaluated by the judges, while Katsanis evaluated their oral presentation skills. 
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MARKETING STUDENTS WIN PRIZE FROM XEROX 


The winning team accepts their award in class on November 30. From left to right, Department 
of Marketing professor and chair Lea Katsanis, Tanya Caristo, Zeyad Saadeh, Stephanie Laurin, 
Gabrielle Faraggi, Jonathan O'Connell, and Michel Blais, Recruiting Specialist at Xerox Canada Ltee. 


That aspect of the project counted for 10% of the final mark for the class. Katsanis sees 
the importance “for students to get validation from a national employer.” 

In Blais’s remarks to the class, he said he was “impressed with the class’s professional- 
ism.” One group created a publication as part of their project that Blais showed interest in 
using internally at Xerox. 

“In all the terms I’ve had students make presentations, this was the most rewarding. It 
was a thrill! I get to see my students shine,” said Katsanis. 

On December 8, Xerox will host a networking event where the class can learn more 
about the company and meet Concordia alumni who work there. Some of these students 
have caught Blais’s attention for possible future employment. 

The same project will be assigned in the fall of 2011. A similar project may be consid- 
ered for the MBA program in the JMSB. 
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OVER THE LAST YEAR CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY has taken a 
leadership role in a number of fields, and broken new ground in others. 
On the next five pages you will learn how we have redefined our 


neighbourhood, redefined our image and reimagined how to integrate 














CONGRESS 


CONCORDIA’S EXPO 67 


largest Congress in history puts Concordia on the map 


Concordia was transformed during Congress 2010 with exhibitions, panels, events and activities attracting nearly 9 000 academics. | 


Russ CQOPER 


Since Concordia hosted the largest Congress of the 
Humanities and Social Sciences in its 79-year history, 
the massive conference has become one of Concordia’s 
defining moments — one that has signaled a new era of 
awareness about what we do and who we are. 

“From many people, I’ve heard Congress has helped 
put Concordia on the map,” says Congress Academic 
Convenor Ronald Rudin. 

From May 28 to June 4, Concordia welcomed 8 880 
delegates from 70 academic associations. The previous 
record was set by the University of British Columbia in 
2008 when it hosted 8 840 delegates. 

“Internally and externally, people have gone out of 
their way to say what a positive experience it was and 
how much they learned about Concordia,” says Rudin, 
who has now returned to his life as a history professor 
and documentary filmmaker. “Academics are quick to 
complain. I’ve had none of that.” 

The conference achieved its goal of improving 
Concordia’s reputation and raising awareness of the uni- 
versity’s strengths in the academic community, according 
to Rudin. He sees the elevated profile as a way to attract 
outstanding students and to encourage partnerships, 


both externally and internally. 

While it’s been more than six months since Rudin 
evoked the conference theme or even used the words 
“Connected Understanding” (“I used to say it every 
thirty seconds,” he says), the concept itself continues to 
reflect life at Concordia. 


8 880 


First presented at Congress, the Nexus music project 
is expanding. The brainchild of Concordia’s Canada Re- 
search Chair in Inter-X Art, Sandeep Bhagwati, Nexus 
(which links musicians remotely via a specially-designed 
network and allows them to present simultaneous im- 
provisations on a musical composition from significant 
distances) is currently being adapted to allow five mu- 
sicians in separate cities across North America to play 
together. 


DELEGATES FROM 
70 ACADEMIC 
ASSOCIATIONS 


—— a - 
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1 0 ourselves into the community and around the globe. 










Bhagwati is also planning to take the project to Mum- 
bai, India, where several local folk musicians will perform 
in socially diverse neighbourhoods, connected over a 
wireless phone network. 

Another initiative unveiled at Congress, Research@ 
Concordia also continues to evolve. The prototype web 
application — one that uses intuitive word clouds to draw 
connections between apparently unrelated researchers 
— was featured at the multimedia exhibit at the Grande 
Bibliothéque this fall (see page 7). Via touch screen and 
dedicated computer, Research@Concordia displayed an 
updated cross section of those involved with research/ 
creation at Concordia. 

The application is being adapted for the Internet, 
where producers David Ward and Prem Sooriyakumar 
hope it will facilitate more extensive and richer interdis- 
ciplinary collaboration in the future. 

“One of the nicest things that happened as a result of 
Congress was the connections that were made between 
people in the humanities and social sciences and fine 
arts,’ Rudin says, pointing to the programming of the 
President’s Conference Series at the Grande Bibliotheque 
as a perfect example. 

“If others at Concordia are going to run with these con- 
nections, I’m interested to see what will come of them.” 
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Russ COOPER 


When it opened, the Stinger Dome at the Loyola Campus became the only 
inflatable structure of its kind in the Quebec university network. 

“The Dome has increased Concordia’s capacity to provide the external 
and internal cormmunity with a variety of programs and services that we 
would not have been able to accommodate before,” says Recreation and 
Athletics Director Katie Sheahan. Although officially inaugurated in March, 
the Stinger Dome was in use by the time the first snow fell last winter. 


STINGER DOME TAKES STING 
OUT OF WINTER TRAINING 


Inflatable structure gives edge to Concordia athletes 


Sheahan states the Dome is one of many investments made in athletic fa- 
cilities over the last seven years. Concordia students, faculty, staff and 
neighbours have also benefited from new facilities such as Le Gym and the 
two artificial playing surfaces at Loyola. 

“It is definitely an enhancement to Concordia to have a unique and in- 
novative facility of this kind,” she says. 

The Dome, equipped with a field the size of a FIFA regulation soccer pitch 
or CFL regulation football field, also gives an edge to any Concordia team 
by providing the capability to practice and condition over winter, “almost 
without limit.” 


YEAR OF THE VOLUNTEER 


LIVE Centre and Co-Curricular Record strengthen Concordia’ dedication to volunteering 
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VOLUNTEER Faia 
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LIVE Centre Coordinator Valerie Millette (right) stands with sociology undergraduate Vanessa Bhola, who began 
volunteering at the Centre this summer and is now working as Millette’s assistant as part of work-study term. 
Bhola’s volunteer experience at the Centre, as well as her volunteering at the Concordia Greenhouse, will appear 


on her Co-Curricular Record. — | 


Russ COOPER 


With the opening of Concordia’s Leadership 
Initiative and Volunteer Engagement (LIVE) 
Centre and the implementation of the Co- 
Curricular Record in 2010, Concordia has both 
facilitated and officially recognized the value of 
volunteering. 

In the process, these initiatives have enriched 






STAFF AND FACULTY RECEIVED 
COACHING TO DEVELOP 
VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS 


“Of course I expected Volunteer Awareness 
Month to be a success, but to reach these num- 
bers, it was a nice surprise,” says Millette. 

Many of the students who have been part 
of Concordia’s growing interest in volunteer- 
ing this year have been able to acknowledge 
their experience on their Co-Curricular Record 
(CCR), an official document formally recogniz- 
ing volunteer experience additional to academic 
achievements. 

When the CCR was launched in September, 
Concordia became the first Quebec university to 
offer such a transcript. 

While data is still being collected, CCR Coor- 
dinator Jasmine Stuart estimates 3 000 volunteer 
positions have been entered by students via the 
MyConcordia portal to be considered for addi- 
tion to their CCR (see Journal, August 30, 2010). 

“We think Concordia has a very vibrant and 
active student life that is unique to our institu- 
tion, and we’re now facilitating the learning and 
skill development that takes place outside of the 
classroom,’ says Stuart. 

Currently, the LIVE Centre is developing a list 
of volunteer opportunities that coincides with 
areas of study. 

“It’s beneficial to have a list of organizations 
that apply more specifically to students’ direc- 





the university’s already strong commitment to 
community involvement. 

Formally opened in August, the LIVE Centre 
has given students a central location to gather 
information about volunteering at Concordia 
and in the wider community to supplement their 
education with real-world experience. 

Since opening, the Centre (an initiative of 
Counselling and Development) has welcomed 
hundreds of students in search of information 


about volunteer opportunities. “The response 
has been very encouraging,” says LIVE Centre 
Coordinator Valerie Millette. 

Millette, along with the Concordia University 
Volunteer Initiative committee, expanded Con- 
cordia’s traditional Volunteer Awareness Week 
to a full month of activities. During October, 
1000 students participated in the 11 events and 
workshops — a significant increase from previous 
years’ turnouts. 


tion,” says Millette. “It’s a way of giving them 
more options.” 3 

For more information about the CCR, visit ccr. 
concordia.ca. For information about volunteer 
opportunities for students, staff and faculty, visit 
volunteer.concordia.ca, join the Concordia LIVE 
Centre Facebook group or drop by the Centre 
at room 608-1/2 in the Henry F. Hall Building 
(1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. W.). 
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KAREN HERLAN 
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ices, including offering 24-7 access to the 
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yola Campus Vanier Library for the first 
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The five-year agreement between Bibliothéque et Ar- 
chives nationales du Québec and Concordia gets off 
to a great start with successful President Conference 
Series. 

Six months into Concordia’s multi-pronged five- 
year partnership with the Bibliothéque et Archives 
nationales du Québec (BAnQ) the success of the 
initiative has already been affirmed with the first co- 
production between the two learning institutions. 
Concordia’s five-week long President’s Conference 
Series (PCS), held at the BanQ’s Grande Biblio- 
théque at the corner of De Maisonneuve Blvd. And 
Berri St, attracted a broad cross-section of Montreal’s 
population. 

The PCS showcased Concordia’s exemplary 
researchers, writers, and artists in a series of perfor- 
mances and ongoing exhibitions. Under the theme 
Montréal : Sur le fleuve des langues this fourth PCS, 
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was scheduled over several weeks, instead of during 
a single day. 

Concordia highlighted some of its signature aca- 
demic achievements in research-creation (poetry, 
visual and sound design, computation arts, trasns- 
lation), and initiatives, such as the University of the 
Streets Café, a key example of our commitment to 
community engagement. The program hosted two 
public conversations bringing together university re- 
searchers and different stakeholders to discuss issues 
of general interest. Both events drew several dozen 
people to engage in an animated dialogue. 

In addition to presenting such integral parts of our 
institutional culture, Concordia also demonstrated 
the innovation that keeps us fresh by presenting a 
multi-stage, multimedia performance presenting 
seven poets teaching at Concordia in a spectacle of 
sound, image, video and light. 
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The President’s Conference Series at the Grande Bibliothéque ended with Une pluie de mots, de langues, de silences a multimedia 


presentation of poetry, light and images. | 
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ACCESS ALLOWED 


Thousands of Concordia’ 
scholarly works available online 


In April of this year Concordia became the first 
major university in Canada to pass a Senate reso- 
lution supporting the principles of open access. 
Through open access, academic and creative out- 
put is made readily available to everyone via the 
Internet. While preserving intellectual property 
rights and academic freedom, the resolution un- 
derscores Concordia’s commitment to taking a 
leadership role in the field of accessibility. 

The resolution encourages all Concordia schol- 
ars to deposit an electronic copy of their refereed 
research output and creative work in open access 
venues such as Spectrum, the university’s digital 
repository. 

Initially available as of Open Access 
Week in October 2009, Spectrum holds 
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thousands of theses and articles produced at 
Concordia over the last five decades. The first 
non-text works (video and audio) are being up- 
loaded due to recent technical improvements. 


New material is constantly being added and Spec- 
trum should soon include Johanna Skibsrud’s 
initial text for her Giller Prize winning novel, The 
Sentimentalists, which started out as her 2005 
masters thesis in creative writing. 
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KAREN HERLAND 


Concordia continues to recognize the lasting 
legacy of Norman Bethune, whose statue figures 
centrally in Quartier Concordia. 

Over the last year, the development of Place 
Bethune at the intersection of Guy and De Mai- 
sonneuve has progressed rapidly. Surrounding 
the statue of the noted doctor, arts supporter 
and humanitarian, Concordia’s MB, EV, GM, 
Hall and Library Buildings are all easily visible, 
as are the Faubourg Building and the Grey Nuns 
Mother House. Over this past year, the statue's 
surroundings have changed. The south side of 
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Place Bethune is nearly completed, integrating 
additional benches, a university wayfinder and a 
series of gingko trees. 

A staunch supporter of the Chinese people, 
Bethune holds a key place in Chinese cultural 
memory. President Judith Woodsworth chose 
her spring trip to Shanghai, as part of a Mon- 
treal trade mission to China, to announce the 
inauguration of the Norman Bethune Concordia 
Doctoral Fellowship. | 

The fellowship, which provides funding up to 
$25 000 per year, will be used to recruit outstand- 
ing Chinese graduate students to Concordia. 


BUSINESS SCHOOL 
IN ECONOMIST'S 
TOP 100 


MBA program evaluated favourably by 
students and alumni surveyed 





KAREN HERLAWND 


This year marked the John Molson School of Business’s first ap- 
pearance on the Economist’s list of the 100 top business schools 
around the world. The JMSB is the only Quebec school on the list, 
and the fourth among Canadian schools. 

The survey evaluates full-time MBA programs. In addition to 
evaluating data furnished by the school, a minimum number of cur- 
rent and recently graduated students must return a questionnaire 
about courses, personal development, networking opportunities, 
and (for alumni) the impact of completing the program on their 
earning power. 

One respondent was quoted on the Economist website describing 
the program as, “Modern, progressive, and culturally diverse. The 
school offers many opportunities to develop leadership skills.” 

In November, Concordia’s JMSB celebrated the 10th anniver- 
sary of its renaming for one of Canada’s pioneering entrepreneurs. 
In the early 1800s, John Molson’s business acumen financed his 
philanthropic efforts, among them support for the construction 
Montreal’s first theatre and the Montreal General Hospital. 
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THE WILL TO INTERVENE 












Russ COOPER 


In 2010, Concordia’s Montreal Institute 
for Genocide and Human Rights Stud- 
ies (MIGS) made remarkable progress 
encouraging the U.S. and Canadian gov- 
ernments to take action towards the 
prevention of genocide and mass atrocities 
worldwide. 

MIGS’ report Mobilizing the Will to In- 
tervene (W2I) — released September 2009 
and published by McGill-Queen’s Uni- 
versity Press in fall 2010 — led the Obama 
administration to implement two of its 
recommendations (see Journal, September 
13, 2010). 

In April, the US created the position 
of Director for War Crimes Atrocities 
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and Civilian Protection at the National 
Security Council (a position filled by 
human rights lawyer David Pressman, 
who had been advisor to Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright); and, in June, the 
Interagency Policy Committee on Prevent- 
ing Mass Atrocities was established. 

As a result of their notable prog- 
ress, MIGS solidified a partnership with 
the Department of Political Sciences 
at the University of Pretoria in South 
Africa in November. The partnership will 
facilitate research into the report's sec- 
ond phase, aimed at developing similar 
counter-genocide recommendations for 
the governments of South Africa and the 
United Kingdom. 
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Montreal Institute for Genocide and Human Rights Studies 
establishes partnership with South African university 


MIGS Director Frank Chalk says head- 
way has been made in locating leading 
British academics with whom they will 
collaborate. 

Chalk states MIGS continues to push the 
Canadian government to adopt the rec- 
ommendations of the first report, none of 
which has been implemented to date. 

As well, to cultivate support from the 
municipal level, MIGS established a series 
of Civic Dialogues — facilitating discussion 
amongst municipal government councils 
and public intellectuals in major North 
American cities. 

As a result of a Civic Dialogue in Van- 
couver in November 2009, the City of 
Vancouver officially proclaimed support 
for the Will to Intervene Project in 2010. 





This fall, LGen Roméo Dallaire (ret), who serves as MIGS Senior 
Fellow, met with Vancouver Mayor Gregor Robertson (right) at 
Vancouver City Hall. Robertson officially designated November 
12, 2010, as Will to Intervene Day. | 


NAZI-LOOTED ARTWORKS RETRIEVED 


Concordia University leads efforts to return artworks taken from Jewish art dealer in the 1930s 


KAREN HERLAND 


This year saw the eighth canvas reclaimed 
by the Max Stern Art Restitution Proj- 
ect, the first one to be turned over by a 
government. Allegory of Earth and Water 





by Jan Brueghel the Younger will be pub- 
licly presented at the Montreal Museum 
of Fine Arts on December 8. Concordia 
University is leading efforts through the 
Restitution Project to identify, locate and 
reclaim artworks that belonged to Jewish 


Representatives of Concordia University, the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts and the me- 
dia were on hand when Allegory of Earth and Water arrived in Montreal on December 2. 


CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


art dealer Max Stern and were illegally 
appropriated by the Nazis in the 1930s. 
“We are immensely grateful to the 
Dutch government for supporting us 
in our efforts to return the Brueghel to 


its rightful place,” said President Judith | 


Woodsworth. 

“While the Brueghel is the eighth 
painting to be delivered back to the uni- 
versity heirs of Dr. Stern, it is the first one 
returned to the Max Stern Estate by a Eu- 
ropean government body. It is our hope 
that we will be able to recover many of 
the hundreds of works that were looted 
from the collection of Dr. Stern — notably 
those currently hanging in other Euro- 
pean museums,” adds Woodsworth. 

The return of this Old Master painting 
follows the 2009 restitution of another 
painting that was lost to Stern. United 
States federal court judgments ordered 
the return of Franz Xaver Winterhalter’s 
Girl from the Sabine Mountains after it 
was found in the personal collection of 
a German baroness residing in Rhode 
Island. The Stern Estate (made up of 
Concordia University, McGill University 
and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem) 
was instrumental in pleading that case, 


which resulted in a landmark court deci- 
sion recognizing the forced sale of Stern's 
art collection as equivalent to theft. The 
ruling has implications for facilitating the 
return of artworks for similar restitution 
projects. 

In 2006, Catherine MacKenzie, of 
Concordia’s Art History Department, 
mounted AUKTION 392: Reclaiming the 
Galerie Stern, Diisseldorf, an exhibition 
presenting works from the Stern collec- 
tion and the. historical context of their 
forced sale in 1937. Thus far, that exhibi- 
tion has toured seven cities in Europe, the 
Middle East and North America, raising 
awareness of the current dialogue around 
looted and stolen art, and the legal and 
moral issues involved. The show will be 
opening in Florida early in 2011. 

On behalf of the Stern Estate, 
Clarence Epstein, of Concordia’s Office 
of the President, has worked closely with 
the Holocaust Claims Processing Office 
of the New York State Banking Depart- 
ment, the US Department of Homeland 
Securitys Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, and Interpol to facilitate 
recovery of these paintings. 
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WHAT’S ON 





Music students will give a number of concerts over the 
coming weeks at the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall (7141 
Sherbrooke St. W.). Students with valid ID can attend free 
and everyone else can purchase $5 tickets at the door for all 
events. 

On December 7, the Concordia University Chorus, 
conducted by Jean-Sébastien Allaire, and the Chamber 
Choir, conducted by Christopher Jackson, will perform at 
7:30 p.m. On December 9, the music of McCoy Tyner will 
be played by Andrew Homzy’s students in Jazz Orchestra in 
Contemplation at 8 p.m. 

The graduate chamber ensembles perform at 7 p.m. 
on December 10, directed by Christopher Jackson. The 
undergraduate chamber ensembles will play works 
by Paganini, Brahms, Debussy, Mendelssohn and Mozart 
under the direction of Yaron Ross and Louise Samson on 
December 15 at 7 p.m. Dave Turner’s students will play big 
band tunes on December 16 at 8 p.m. - 

For more, music.concordia.ca or 514-848-4848. 








After the competition, all 
robots are put into the ring for 
a final “king of the hill” round. 
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What could be more fun than celebrating multiple 
holidays all at once? The Dean of Students Office and 
Multi-faith Chaplaincy are holding a repeat performance 
of Holidays around the World on December 14 from 
noon to 2 p.m. in the Loyola Chapel (7141 Sherbrooke 
St. W.). Guests can see, taste and celebrate different cul- 
tural and religious traditions, including Hanukkah, 
Kwanzaa, Yule and the Islamic New Year. Entertainment 
will be provided by Carolers for a Cause, as well as drum- 
ming, Hanukkah music, and dancing. 


STUDENT DANCE PERFORMANCES 

Students in the Department of Contemporary Dance are 
giving end-of-term performances of their original 
works from December 9 to 15 in the dance studios on 
the seventh floor of the Molson Building (1450 Guy St.). 
Tickets are $10, $8 for students and seniors, available in 
advance and at the door. Call 514-848-2424, ext. 4555, or 
see dance.concordia.ca for details. 


WILL FIGHT 
TO THE DEATH 


Return undeliverable Canadian 

addresses to: Concordia Journal, 

GM-606, 1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. W., 
Montreal QC, H3G 7M8 

The Concordia journal is published during 
the academic year by Concordia’s University 
Communication Services. 
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Bring the family to skate with Santa, Buzz (the Stingers 
mascot), and the Stingers hockey teams on Saturday, De- 
cember 11 from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. in the Ed Meagher Arena 
(7200 Sherbrooke St. W.). There will be face painting, hot 
chocolate, cookies and lots of fun. Non-perishable food 
will be collected at the door. Skates are not provided. While 
admission is free, registration is requested by December 8: 
alumni.concordia.ca/register or call 514-848-2424, ext. 4397. 


SCIENCE FAIR BY EDUCATION STUDENTS 
Students of the Teaching Elementary Science Methods 
course in Early Childhood and Elementary Education are 
holding a science fair to show off their projects created 
to help teach science to children. Held December 6 and 7 
from 6 to 8 p.m. in the atrium of the Engineering, Com- 
puter Science and Visual Arts Integrated Complex (1515 
St. Catherine St. W.), the event is open to everyone. For 
more, contact Professor Shaikh: kamran.shaikh@education. 
concordia.ca. 


MINI-ROBOT WARS 


Flectrical and computer engineering students 
work together to face off 


The EV building Atrium will be the venue a 
death-match between “cheetahs” and “ga- 
zelles” on December 10, starting at 10 a.m. 

Since 2007, students registered in Associate 
Professor Nawwaf Kharma’s third year Com- 
puter/Electrical Engineering Team Design 
Project course have combined in groups of 
four to build a robot that performs a specific 
task. The idea of this course is to let the stu- 
dents create multidisciplinary teams to solve a 
complex engineering problem. 

This semester, students were taking their 
inspiration from the jungle. “The cheetahs 
chase the gazelles and fight other cheetahs,” 
explains Design Project Specialist Dmitry 
Rozhdestvenskiy, who is responsible for the 
technical part of the course and has been 
helping students with this assignment since it 
began. “The gazelle runs away and avoids any 
collisions with the cheetahs.” He adds that in 
past years, students have built mine sweeping, 
street-racing, maze-solving and soccer-play- 
ing robots. 

The competition pits robot against robot 
until there is only one left standing. “But the 
winner is not solely determined by the maxi- 
mum number of rounds won; the best time 
and lowest robot cost factor into the final ro- 
bot performance score,” says Rozhdestvenskiy. 
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SUICIDE 
GENDER GAP 
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Sociology professor researching the vast discrepancy 
between male and female suicide statistics. 





Anthony Synnott is having a hard time working 
on his next book. He finds it makes him unhappy, 
hardly surprising given his subject matter. The 
Concordia sociology professor first wrote about 
male suicide in the 1990s. Twenty years later, the 
subject still haunts him and the figures tell the 
same sad story. 


97 


The statistics he presents in his most recent 
book, Rethinking Men: Heroes, Villains and Vic- 
tims (Ashgate 2009), are startling. According to 
the World Health Organization’s research from 
97 countries, about one million people commit 
suicide every year. This breaks down to 2 700 
people every day or 114 per hour. And though 
suicide statistics vary greatly from one country to 
another, there is one constant. Most people who 
commit suicide are men, 74% to 79% of them, 
according to research from Canada, the US and 
the UK. 

“Male suicide numbers are higher than female 
in all 97 countries except perhaps for China, 
where ... the data is incomplete,” writes Syn- 
nott. Proportions of male to female suicides 
vary widely from country to from 10:1 to 2:1, 
depending on a host of variables from religion 


COUNTRIES ALL HAD 
HIGHER RATES OF SUICIDE 
FOR MEN THAN WOMEN 


to alcohol consumption to values. In the US, for 
example, double the number of white men kall 
themselves compared to black men (with suicide 
rates of 20% and 9% respectively), and the rates 
of suicide for white women are just half of those 
for black men (5%) and are lower still for black 
women (2%). In Canada, the rates of suicide are 
highest among First Nations peoples. With 24 
per 100 000 people they are double the nation- 
al average. Yet here again, male suicide rates are 
three-and-a-half times as high as female suicide 
rates. And in Nunavik, where suicide rates are a 
horrifying 14 times higher than the national av- 
erage, the same pattern persists, with six times as 
many Inuit men killing themselves compared to 
Inuit women. 

Though two Canadian task forces on suicide 
have pointed to the fact that such groups as 
prisoners, alcoholics, and those with AIDS (all 
mostly men) are at higher risk for suicide, there 
is no single factor, according to Synnott, that can 
explain why so many more men than women 
commit suicide. 

He believes however, that it has something to 
do with diverse aspects of “male culture,” from the 
films that might lead men to realize that they are 
expendable in war to the fact that men are gener- 
ally more socially isolated than women. Behaviour 
during disasters such as the sinking of the Titan- 
ic and 9/11 seems to imply their lives are worth 
less than those of women and children, and that 
it is worth sacrificing their lives for others. There 
are various theories about suicide, developed by 
Sigmund Freud, Emile Durkheim, Douglas and 
Edwin Shneidman, but none focus directly on the 
issue of gender, Synnott believes. It is likely that 
his new work will address this situation. 


CONCORDIA ON THE HILL 


University representatives meet with officials in Ottawa to discuss 
the importance of funding for higher education 


KAREN HERLAND 

Ottawa officials were impressed by the universi- 
ty’s innovative research advances when they met 
President Judith Woodsworth and other Concor- 
dia representatives. 

Woodsworth, along with Louise Dandurand, 
Vice-President, Research and Graduate Studies, 
and Russell Copeman, Associate Vice-President, 
Government Relations, spent November 30 in 
meetings with six government officials involved 
in the science and technology sector. 

They presented Concordia’s growing empha- 
sis on research and academic excellence and 
stressed the importance of government support 
. for research and infrastructure funding, using 
examples such as the Knowledge Infrastruc- 
ture Program (KIP). That program supported 
construction of Concordia’s genomics lab and 
the PERFORM Centre dedicated to research, 
training and community programs in exercise 
sciences on the Loyola Campus. Meanwhile, KIP 
funding has made possible the construction of 
an environmental chamber in the Hall Building 
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for engineering research, and improvements 
to venues on the Sir George Williams Campus to 
support the performing arts. 

Discussing the upcoming federal budget and 
federal research and development policy, the 
three university representatives endorsed higher 
education funding as a driver for overall eco- 
nomic growin 
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Centraide 


$187 000 
AND STILL 
CLIMBING! 


Concordia Centraide campaign sets 





records, sees increased participation. 





President Judith Woodsworth serves pasta at the November 25 Centraide 
fundraising lunch. | 


14% 


SHELAGH PEDEN 


CONCORDIA'S PARTICIPATION RATE 
FOR THE CENTRAIDE CAMPAIGN, UP 
FROM 11% IN THE PREVIOUS YEAR 


The success of Concordia’s Centraide Campaign is something to 
be proud of. This year’s campaign broke a number of records: most 
funds raised in Concordia’s 40-year history for the charity; 
most funds raised at the leadership level (gifts of over $1 000); most 
funds raised with internal community events; best-attended pasta 
lunch; and highest participation rate. 

So far, more than $187 000 has been raised, and the total keeps 
climbing. Despite having reached the challenging goal of $185 000 
during a shorter campaign period, pledges are still coming. The 
tightly focused campaign lasted only one month compared to the 
usual two months. 

More than $14 000 was raised with raffles, bake sales, pasta lunch- 
es and other creative fundraising events. This includes close to $4 
000 raised at one pasta lunch, easily the most raised at such an event, 
with almost 400 participants, the highest turnout ever. 

Campaign Chair Bram Freedman is “particularly pleased that 
we have increased our participation rate to 14%, up from 11% last 
year. 

Freedman, who is also Vice-President, External Relations and 
Secretary-General at the university, has experience in fundraising 
campaigns. During a period away from Concordia, he spent four- 
and-a-half years as Chief Operating Officer and Director of External 
Relations at Federation Combined Jewish Appeal. He is so delighted 
with everyone’s efforts during his first year as Campaign Chair that 
he says, “We’re going to aim even higher next year.” 

The Centraide of Greater Montreal campaign total will be an- 
nounced December 15. The goal for this year is $55.3 million. 
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LEAP OF FAITH 
DELIVERS 


Public art project for Concordias Loyola Campus 
produced by PhD candidate 


KAREN HERLAND 





Motorists driving along the west end of Sherbrooke Street 
next year will see a striking series of brightly-coloured 
figures integrated into the glass facade of the soon-to-be | iisetiauaciiail ‘i =e a | 
completed PERFORM Centre. rn features Concordia students, faculty, staff and | administrators. For a complete list off the models, go to tinyurl.com/ 
“Ty ; ; annahLeap. | !mAaces(/ 1D BELOW RIGHT) COURTES 

It’s always a great moment when we get to build or in- 
troduce something so innovative,” said President Judith 
Woodsworth at the unveiling of the artwork on Novem- 
ber 26. “Today, we’re doing both.” The work will cover 





the 7-by-30-metre front of the research centre, which will Hannah was inspired by the work of Eadweard Muy- inside and outside the building, not unlike the untitled 
be a hub for fundamental, behavioural, pure and applied bridge, who used the nascent field of photography in the leafy mural produced by Nicolas Baier and Cabinet 
health sciences. 19th century to explore humans and animals in motion. Braun-Braén on the east face of the EV Building. This 
Adad Hannah is the internationally recognized artist His studies predated the invention of moving pictures. piece formed the backdrop of the Leap unveiling. 
who created Leap. The photo-based work integrates 17 But while Muybridge’s art featured anonymous models In the seven years since the Baier mural was presented, 
different figures walking, crouching and apparently fly- repeating gestures and actions, Hannah decided to use the technology has evolved. While researching a tech- 
ing across the building's face. a variety of familiar figures captured in different stages nique for transferring the final work onto the PERFORM 
Robert Kilgour, chair of the Exercise Sciences depart- of leaping, running and moving. Hannah often includes Centre’s facade, Hannah searched for a process that was 
ment associated with the PERFORM Centre, spoke at the models with a direct link to his work. He enlisted Kilgour cost effective, would minimize waste and remain du- 
unveiling about the appropriateness of Leap. “This whole and Liz Fradette, the Exercise Science Department’s As- rable enough to withstand Montreal’s weather. Hannah 
project was a leap of faith,” he said. “We are Concordia sistant to the Chair, to recruit students, staff, faculty and learned of a process, developed in Israel, called DIP Tech. 
and we are risk-takers.” He added that the centre will also administrators who “will work in, will train in and will This work marks its first application in Canada. He de- 
serve the broader community, supporting people in their have some kind of connection to the building,” said Han- scribed how tiny particles of glass are sprayed onto a glass 
decisions to improve their fitness by setting goals and nah. “I don’t create work in a vacuum, context is always sheet with the use of a machine resembling a room-sized 
tracking progress. “The work represents the people ready of utmost importance.” inkjet printer. The glass particles are then fused directly 


onto the large glass panels, creating a printed pane of 
tempered glass. The panels, printed in British Columbia 
by DSG Custom Glass under Hannah's supervision, are 
now in a Quebec facility being thermally treated. He, like 
everyone else, will see the finished product for the first 


to take a leap and do something about their health.” 
Kilgour and Woodsworth both expressed their appre- 

ciation of Hannah’s work, and their pleasure at being able 

to showcase a Concordian’s talent and vision through the 


jury’s selection. Hannah graduated with an MFA from 
Concordia in 2004 and continues to study here in the FUTURE USERS OF THE time when it is constructed. 
PhD in Humanities program through the Centre for PERFORM CENTRE The work is the latest addition to Concordia’s pub- 


lic art collection, which now includes 36 works, some 
commissioned for the university, some donated by Con- 
cordia’s faculty, staff and supporters and some rescued 
from existing structures. 

Leap was made possible through the provincial gov- 
ernment’s Politique d’intégration des arts a l’architecture. 


Interdisciplinary Studies in Society and Culture. “This MODELED FOR LEAP 


monumental work is a major addition to Concordia’s 
public art collection and to the Montreal landscape,” said 
Woodsworth. 

The in-demand artist, with works currently on display 
at the Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal, was mod- 


est in the face of this praise. Taking the podium at the The models were photographed in Hannah’s Montreal which ensures that 1% of the budget for any publicly- 
unveiling he joked, “Concordia has done a lot more for studio over the summer and were combined in a two- funded building is set aside for a jury-selected artwork 
me than J have for it. I hope to hand in my PhD thesis one story tableau. The six foregrounded figures will be nine designed to harmonize with the purpose and location 
day as a token of my appreciation.” | metres tall, with 11 life-sized figures moving across the of the construction. The work also fits into Montreal's 
centre’s second floor. year-long City of Glass event intended to promote the in- 

Also in keeping with the building’s health sciences mis- dustrial, scientific and artistic use of glass in the context 

sion, Hannah chose bright, acidic colours for the figures of the city. Earlier this year, Concordia unveiled another 

reflecting the artificial colours used by health profession- glass artwork as part of City of Glass, a series of panels 

als to tint MRI and CAT scans. entitled The Four Seasons in the tunnel connecting the 


Since the images are on glass, they will be visible from EV and MB Buildings. 
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